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A  BANKRUPT  POLICY  GOES  ON  IN  ASIA 


While  negotiations  for  a  peaceful  settlement  of  the  war 
in  Vietnam  are  limping  along  in  Paris,  Congress  has 
been  considering  bills  which  would  intensify  and  ex¬ 
pand  U.S.  military  involvement  in  Southeast  Asia. 
These  proposals  continue  the  old  containment  policy 
of  trying  to  stop  Communism  by  military  means. 
Reliance  on  “containment”  has  caused  the  United 
States  to  squander  over  $116  billion*  in  East  Asia  since 
World  War  II.  It  has  cost  Asians  untold  suffering  and 
Americans  62,000  lives;  U.S.  emphasis  on  anti¬ 
communism  has  encouraged  client  governments  to  rely 
on  military  strength  and  internal  “security”  measures 
instead  of  responding  to  the  needs  of  their  own  people. 
It  has  fostered  belligerency  instead  of  a  search  for 
political  solutions  in  Korea,  Vietnam  and  among  the 
Chinese  in  Taiwan.  Despite  this  poor  record.  Congress 
is  still  unwilling  to  mount  a  major  campaign  against 
either  the  Vietnamese  War  or  its  ideological  base. 

South  Vietnam:  The  Senate  and  the  House  have  both 
acquiesced  in  the  Administration’s  request  to  commit 
another  $6  billion  to  the  war  for  fiscal  1968.  Passage 
of  this  measure  will  bring  Vietnam  spending  for  the 
year  to  $27  billion.  Another  $28  billion  is  requested  for 
fiscal  1969,  including  $1.7  billion  of  military  assistance 
to  South  Vietnam,  Laos,  Thailand  and  South  Koreans 
fighting  in  the  war. 


THE  ESCALATING  WAR 

The  Paris  talks  have  lulled  many  Americans  into  believing 
that  peace  is  around  the  corner.  Yet  Hanoi  is  still  demand¬ 
ing  a  total  cessation  of  the  bombing  of  North  Vietnam. 
The  United  States  is  insisting  upon  some  reciprocity.  Mean¬ 
while,  the  war  has  moved  to  the  cities  of  South  Vietnam, 
casualties  rise  and  refugees  increase. 

June  26  the  International  League  for  the  Rights  of  Man 
accused  both  sides  of  inhumane  conduct  and  systematic 
terror.  “Do  we  not,”  Rep.  Phillip  Burton,  Calif.,  asked 
his  colleagues  June  II.  “collectively  bear  some  respon¬ 
sibility  for  demeaning  the  value  of  human  life  by  our  ac¬ 
tions,  which  in  the  first  S  months  of  this  year  cost  8.342 
Americans,  8,643  South  Vietnamese  and  107,941  Viet  Cong 
and  North  Vietnamese  lives?” 

Urge  political  candidates  to  help  accelerate  peace  talks  by 
supporting  direct  negotiations  with  the  Viet  Cong  and  an 
end  to  all  bombing. 


*■  Excluding  economic  aid. 


In  justifying  the  1968  supplemental  to  Congress,  Sec¬ 
retary  of  Defense  Clifford  pointed  out  that  •  the  num¬ 
ber  of  troops  deployed  to  South  Vietnam  is  being 
raised  24,500  over  earlier  estimates,  •  the  South  Viet¬ 
namese  are  expected  to  expand  their  armed  forces  by 
150,000  “over  the  next  year  or  so,”  •  B-52  bombing 
raids  in  the  South  are  being  increased,  •  sorties  over 
North  Vietnam  have  tripled  since  February,  and  •  con¬ 
sumption  of  ammunition  will  rise  “significantly.”  Dur¬ 
ing  floor  debate  Rep.  Richard  Ottinger,  N.  Y.,  argued 
that  “t'us  escalation  undermines  the  credibility  of  the 
President’s  attempt  to  deescalate  the  war  and  com¬ 
mence  meaningful  negotiations  toward  peace.” 

Yet  an  effort  by  Rep.  John  Dow,  N.  Y.,  to  strike  the 
funds  garnered  only  4  votes.  Rep.  Ottinger’s  attempt 
to  limit  troop  deployment  to  525,000  men  was  rejected 
by  a  voice  vote.  On  the  Senate  side.  Sen.  William 
Proxmire,  Wis.,  unsuccessfully  pled  with  his  colleagues 
to  end  the  “blank  check”  on  bombing  by  refusing  to 
appropriate  $268  million  to  expand  B-52  raids.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Senator,  the  current  bombing  level 
“is  the  military  equivalent  of  nuclear  weapons,  and 
to  the  South  Vietnamese  ...  it  is  the  moral  equivalent 
of  nuclear  war.  . .  .” 

According  to  the  Senator,  the  United  States  has  dropped 
more  bombs  on  Vietnam  than  in  all  theaters  in  World 
War  II: 

•  2.1  million  tons  of  bombs  were  dropped  in  World  War  II 

•  315,000  tons  in  Vietnam  in  1965 

•  512,000  tons  in  Vietnam  in  1966 

•  932,000  tons  in  1967 

•  441,368  tons  in  the  first  4  months  of  1968 

The  Proxmire  amendment  was  defeated,  10-79,  on  the 
grounds  that  expanded  bombing  by  the  United  States 
is  not  escalation,  but  a  defensive  response  to  Viet  Cong 
attacks. 

Laos:  The  size  of  the  military  assistance  program  to 
Laos  has  been  classified  information  since  the  country 
was  “neutralized”  in  1962  and  the  struggle  for  control 
went  underground.  Now  Laos  is  heavily  involved  in 
the  Vietnamese  war.  From  1953-62,  the  United  States 
gave  Laos  $128  million  in  military  grants;  $586  million 
in  economic  aid  has  been  allocated  to  that  country 
since  1953.  For  fiscal  1969  the  AID  agency  is  asking 
for  $52  million  to  help  the  Laotians. 
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Thailand:  “Because  of  the  need  to  help  accelerate 
the  Thai  Government’s  effort  to  contain  and  eliminate 
the  communist  insurgency”  the  Administration  is  re¬ 
questing  $62.8  million  for  supporting  and  technical 
assistance  for  fiscal  1969:  25%  over  the  fiscal  1968 
request.  From  1946-1967  military  aid  from  the  United 
States  to  Thailand  totaled  $596  million  and  economic 
aid,  $558  million. 

The  United  States  has  47,000  troops  in  Thailand  and 
is  using  Thai  bases  for  air  operations  against  North 
Vietnam.  Thailand  has  promised  to  increase  its  2,500 
man  force  in  Vietnam  by  10,000.  This  force  will  be 
equipped  and  financed  by  the  United  States. 

South  Korea:  Since  the  end  of  the  Korean  War,  the 
United  States  has  supplied  South  Korea  with  $2.7  bil¬ 
lion  of  military  assistance  and  $3.9  billion  of  economic 
aid.  Fifty  thousand  U.S.  troops  are  stationed  in  the 
area  at  an  additional  cost  to  the  United  States  of  $326 
million  annually.  Seoul  has  sent  a  comparable  number 
(paid  by  the  United  States)  to  fight  in  South  Vietnam. 

In  response  to  the  Pueblo  incident,  the  Administration 
has  requested  an  additional  $332  million  for  fiscal  1968 
to  help  modernize  Korean  armed  forces  ('$100  million) 
and  to  reduce  the  “vulnerability”  of  U.S.  forces  in 
Korea  to  “enemy  air  attack”  ($232  million).  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Assistant  Secretary  of  Defense  Warnke,  “We 
could  spend  several  times  $100  million  if  we  wanted 
to  expedite  the  modernization.  .  .  .”  These  requests  were 
approved  by  the  House  June  11  and  by  the  Senate 
,  June  26.  The  fiscal  1969  request  for  military  assistance 
to  South  Korea  is  classified  but  $25  million  is  requested 
for  supporting  assistance  to  help  Korea  maintain  cur¬ 
rent  troop  strength;  $40  million  for  development  loans 
and  $5.9  million  for  technical  assistance. 

Taiwan:  The  Chinese  in  Taiwan  have  profited  greatly 
from  $2.7  billion  of  U.S.  military  assistance  and  $2.3 
billion  of  economic  aid  since  1946.  Since  1964  Taiwan 
has  received  only  Food  for  Peace  assistance. 

Since  most  of  the  above  countries  are  underdeveloped 
areas,  Congress  should  carefully  examine  their  eco¬ 


nomic  and  social  progress  over  the  past  10  years  to 
see  what  U.S.  anti-communism  and  support  of  military 
establishments  have  helped  accomplish.  More  em¬ 
phasis  should  undoubtedly  be  put  on  long-range 
economic  aid. 

DISARMAMENT  VS.  ARMS  RACE 

The  UN  General  Assembly  approved  on  June  12  the 
Non-Proliferation  Treaty  to  halt  the  spread  of  nuclear 
weapons.  The  treaty  has  been  submitted  to  the  Senate 
Foreign  Relations  Committee  for  endorsement.  In  a 
surprise  appearance  before  the  UN  Assembly,  Presi¬ 
dent  Johnson  hailed  the  Treaty  as  “the  most  important 
international  agreement  in  the  field  of  disarmament 
since  the  nuclear  age  began.”  The  Soviets  and  the 
United  States  have  now  agreed  to  begin  negotiations 
on  reducing  existing  nuclear  arsenals.  Despite  such 
assurances,  the  Administration  has  asked  Congress  to 
allocate  additional  billions  to  the  arms  race  in  fiscal 
1969. 

•  June  19  the  House  approved  a  $1.4  billion  appropria¬ 
tion  for  testing  and  producing  nuclear  devices,  includ¬ 
ing  multiple  warheads  to  penetrate  Soviet  defenses  and 
warheads  for  the  new  ABM  system.  This  sum  is  $281 
million  above  the  fiscal  1968  appropriation.  There  was 
no  debate,  despite  the  fact  that  the  United  States  al¬ 
ready  has  4V2  times  as  many  warheads  as  the  Soviet 
Union. 

•  A  major  effort  to  postpone  initial  construction  of  the 
“thin”  $5.5  billion  ABM  system  for  a  year  was  beaten 
back  34-52  in  the  Senate,  June  24,  after  three  days  of 
debate.  Proponents  of  the  standstill,  led  by  Sens.  John 
Cooper,  Ky.,  and  Philip  Hart,  Mich.,  argued  that  the 
Sentinel  ABM  is  not  ready  for  deployment;  its  effective¬ 
ness  has  not  been  proved,  and  it  would  hamper  pros¬ 
pects  for  arms  control  agreements.  Administration 
supporters  who  had  previously  justified  deployment  as 
a  means  of  offsetting  Chinese  nuclear  capability  in  the 
1970’s  began  to  argue  that  the  “thin”  ABM  could  save 
millions  of  lives  during  a  Soviet  attack.  “But  our  serious 
concern  for  domestic  problems,”  said  Sen.  Henry  Jack- 
son,  Wash.,  “is  no  excuse  for  any  of  us  to  lose  our 


GUNS  VS.  BUTTER  IN  EAST  ASIA 


Life 


Country 

Population 
in  millions 

Troop 

Strength 

Per  Capita  Gross 
National  Product 

Literacy 

% 

Expectancy 
in  years 

South  Vietnam 

17.0 

645,000 

$  126 

40  to  50 

35 

North  Vietnam 

19  to  20.1 

442,000 

$  90 

n.a. 

40 

Laos 

2.6  to  2.8 

80,000 

o 

15 

30 

Thailand 

32.7  to  33.7 

126,330 

$  137 

68 

56 

South  Korea 

29.8 

612,000 

$  131 

71 

61 

North  Korea 

12.1  to  12.7 

368,000 

$  190 

n.a. 

50  + 

Taiwan 

12.9  to  13.7 

.547,000 

$  234 

78 

64 

Mainland  China 

700  to  780 

2,700,000 

00 

50  to  60 

50- 

United  States 

199 

3,377,000  (6/67) 
3,542,000  (  6/68) 

$3942 

98 

70 

Data  for  years  1966  8c  1967,  unless  otherwise  noted.  Sources:  Institute  of  Strategic  Studies,  Agency  for  International  Development.  State  Department,  United 
Nations,  International  Bank,  Census  Bureau,  Department  of  Health,  Education  and  Welfare. 


Washington  Newsletter,  July  1968 


Page  3 


“Some  Supersonic  Warplanes,  Some  Money  To  Pay  For 
Them  —  And,  Oh  Yes,  Some  Food  For  The  Peasants” 


perspective  as  to  what  comes  first.  And  what  comes 
first  ...  is  the  maintenance  of  the  American  nuclear 
deterrent.” 

•  Although  the  Administration  has  requested  some  $8 
billion  for  military  research  and  development  in  fiscal 
1969,  the  Republican  Coordinating  Committee  last 
month  called  for  a  more  “aggressive”  program  to  re¬ 
verse  an  “appalling  record”  in  which  “not  one  new 
start”  has  been  made  “on  advanced  strategic  or  nu¬ 
clear  weapons  systems”  in  the  past  seven  years.  Con¬ 
gressional  members  of  this  Task  Force  include:  Reps. 
Bates,  Mass.;  Hosmer,  Calif.;  Minshall,  Ohio;  and  Sens. 
Pearson,  Kans.;  Tower,  Tex. 

•  Senate  and  House  Foreign  Affairs  Committees  have 
been  holding  hearings  on  the  Administration’s  request 
for  $296  million  to  finance  credit  sales  of  military 
equipment  in  fiscal  1969.  An  additional  $1.2  billion 
of  equipment  will  be  sold  on  the  open  market.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Secretary  of  Defense  Clifford,  the  credit  program 
will  not  only  contribute  to  “our  national  security”  but 
the  dollars  “will  be  returned  to  the  taxpayers  in  the  form 
of  economic  benefits  throughout  the  country.”  The 
Secretary  seemed  less  concerned  by  the  possibility  that 
arms  sold  under  this  program  might  promote  conflict. 
Over  the  past  20  years  the  United  States  has  given  or 
sold  on  credit  at  least  $36  billions  worth  of  arms 
abroad;  some  of  it  was  used  in  the  India-Pakistan 
conflict  and  the  Arab-Israeli  war. 


•  Despite  efforts  of  Sen.  Stephen  Young,  Ohio,  Con¬ 
gress  has  approved  a  4-year  extension  of  three  civil 
defense  programs  which  were  due  to  expire  this  year. 
An  estimated  $113  million  will  be  used  under  these  pro¬ 
grams  in  grants  to  the  states  and  contributions  to 
trainees  attending  Civil  Defense  schools. 

•  Repeated  efforts  by  Sen.  Joseph  Clark,  Pa.,  to  cut 
various  components  of  the  $1.8  billion  military  con¬ 
struction  bill  by  10%  were  rejected  in  June,  by  votes  of 
21-60,  14-64  and  16-61. 

Humanitarian  Programs  Cut 

In  mid-June,  Congress  finally  approved  64-16  and 
268-150,  the  President’s  request  for  a  10%  surtax, 
after  coupling  the  tax  increase  with  a  $6  billion  reduc¬ 
tion  in  fiscal  1969  spending.  During  debate,  opponents 
charged  that  the  bill  would  be  “just  a  palliative  ...  so 
long  as  we  are  in  a  war”  (Rep.  Brock  Adams,  Wash.) 
and  should  have  been  preceded  by  tax  reform  (Rep. 
William  Ryan,  N.  Y.). 

Areas  exempted  from  the  $6  billion  reduction  include 
Vietnam,  veterans  benefits  and  services,  payments 
from  the  Social  Security  trust  funds  and  interest  on 
the  Federal  debt. 

“Economizing”  has  already  begun.  The  House  Foreign 
Affairs  Committee  has  slashed  $350  million  or  21% 
from  the  Administration  request  for  $1.8  billion  for 
foreign  economic  aid.  The  military  grant  program  was 
cut  only  7%  to  $390  million.  The  House  Appropria¬ 
tions  Committee  is  planning  additional  cutbacks, 
largely  in  the  economic  components. 

•  The  pinch  on  domestic  programs  tightened  June  26 
as  the  House  voted  to  cut  $650  million  from  the  $15.2 
billion  Health,  Education  and  Welfare  budget  for  fiscal 
1969.  Representatives  turned  down  a  series  of  amend¬ 
ments  to  restore  $213  millions  for  school  dropout 
programs,  textbooks,  the  Teacher  Corps,  and  educa¬ 
tional  aid  for  deprived  children,  largely  on  the  grounds 
that  $6  bilhon  has  to  be  cut  from  somewhere. 

The  request  for  the  Office  of  Economic  Opportunity 
was  cut  $307  millions  below  the  $2.18  billion  request. 
If  this  cut  is  sustained,  many  existing  program  levels 
would  have  to  be  reduced  by  at  least  4% . 

•  The  House  Agriculture  Committee  has  rejected  the 
Administration’s  request  for  authority  to  sell  as  many 
food  stamps  as  the  poor  can  afford.  The  Committee 
voted  19-13  to  set  a  $245  million  ceiling  on  annual 
expenditures.  Proponents  of  a  more  generous  program 
expect  to  carry  their  fight  to  the  floor. 

Latest  Developments 

Now  that  the  mail  opposing  gun  control  is  beginning  to  catch 
up  with  outbursts  of  concern  for  more  effective  legislation.  Con¬ 
gressional  Committees  have  decided  to  delay  action  until  after 
the  Fourth  of  July  recess.  The  Administration  bill  to  limit  inter¬ 
state  shipment  of  guns  and  ammunition  is  pending  before  House 
Rules  (H.R.  17735)  and  Senate  Judiciary  Committees  (S.  3633). 
On  June  19  the  President  signed  the  Crime  Control  and  Safe 
Streets  bill  into  law.  According  to  the  President,  this  repres¬ 
sive  measure,  which  infringes  on  constitutional  rights,  is  “more 
good  than  bad.” 
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A  Guaranteed  Income.  In  1967  the  Department  of  Agri¬ 
culture  paid  over  $3  billion  in  subsidies  to  farmers. 
In  Quitman  County,  Miss.,  one  of  the  poorest  counties 
in  the  nation,  14  farmers  received  over  $50,000  each — 
not  to  grow  crops  on  their  land.  The  poor  need  guar¬ 
antees  too.  FCNL  has  endorsed  Income  Maintenance 
as  the  most  important  means  of  attacking  poverty. 
“We  believe  that  a  system  of  assuring  income  is 
necessary,  morally  right  and  economically  feasible.” 
Write  FCNL  for  the  “Statement  on  Poverty,  Jobs  and 
Income”  and  supplementary  material.  Ask  your  Con¬ 
gressman  for  a  copy  of  the  Joint  Economic  Subcommit¬ 
tee  hearings  on  guaranteed  income. 

The  New  Math.  In  a  mood  of  despair,  many  people 
have  begun  to  compare  the  cost  of  war  kilhng  with 
the  cost  of  social  progress.  Sen.  William  Proxmire, 
Wis.,  has  noted  that  the  $268  million  to  escalate  the 
number  of  B-52  sorties  in  Vietnam  is  just  slightly  under 
the  entire  annual  cost  of  Head  Start;  one-eighth  the 
cost  of  the  entire  VISTA  program;  just  a  little  more 
than  the  cost  of  vocational  education  under  OEO;  and 
twice  the  funds  for  work  incentive  programs. 

IPs  easier  to  economize  on  programs  for  people  than 
programs  to  bluff  the  other  guy.  During  Senate  de¬ 
bate  on  the  ABM  Sen.  Richard  Russell,  Ga.,  Chairman 
of  the  Senate  Armed  Services  Committee,  chided  his 
colleagues  for  opposing  the  ABM  system  on  the  basis 
of  “economy.”  “The  real  test  of  the  effectiveness  of  a 
weapons  system”  is  whether  it  has  to  be  used.  “If  you 
have  one  that  is  so  effective  you  do  not  have  to  use  it, 
you  have  a  success  ...  we  spent  hundreds  of  millions 
on  the  B-36  which  was  never  used.  ,  .  .  This  was  one 
of  the  best  expenditures  we  ever  made,  because  it 
assured  the  maintenance  of  peace.  .  .  .” 

Too  many  brands?  Anti-communism  has  had  a  major 
influence  on  domestic  and  foreign  policies  of  the 
United  States  for  many  years.  Yet  Rep.  Otto  Passman, 
La.,  finds  the  enemy  confusing:  “Some  day  I  hope  we 


can  take  the  time  and  run  around  the  world  and  find 
out  actually  how  many  brands  of  communism  we  have 
and  why  a  lot  of  Communist  nations  don’t  trade,  don’t 
agree,  hate  each  other  and  don’t  get  along,  and  yet 
everything  we  do  is  designed  to  try  to  stop  communism. 
I  want  to  find  out  what  brand  we  are  trying  to  stop 
before  we  go  completely  broke  trying  to  stop  all  brands 
of  communism.” 

William  B.  Edgerton,  Friend  in  Washington,  in  testify¬ 
ing  on  behalf  of  FCNL  before  the  Senate  Banking  and 
Currency  Committee  in  support  of  East-West  Trade 
offered  his  explanation  of  ‘brands”  of  communism: 
“.  .  .  Communism  is  at  least  as  many  different  things 
in  the  Soviet  Union,  China,  North  Vietnam,  Yugo¬ 
slavia,  Czechoslovakia,  Cuba,  Poland,  and  Rumania  as 
what  the  Communists  call  Capitahsm  is  in  the  United 
States,  Sweden,  Spain,  Israel,  Greece,  India,  South 
Vietnam,  and  Afghanistan.” 

Meeting  for  Worship,  Petition  and  Witness.  On  June 
28  approximately  250  people  representing  the  Friends 
General  Conference  came  to  Washington  to  see  Con¬ 
gressmen,  to  vigil  and  to  hold  a  meeting  for  worship 
on  Capitol  grounds,  “To  witness  Quaker  support  for  the 
goals  of  the  Poor  Peoples  Campaign  ...  To  carry 
forward  the  Campaign’s  request  for  Congressional 
Action  ...  To  express  concern  at  the  repression  of 
the  non-violent  demonstrations  undertaken  by  the 
poor.  .  .  .”  After  the  worship  35  Friends  were  arrested 
on  the  Capitol  steps. 


The  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation 
includes  Friends  appointed  by  19  of  the  25  Friends  Yearly 
Meetings  and  10  Friends  organizations  in  the  United  States. 
Expressions  of  views  in  the  FCNL  Washington  Newsletter 
are  guided  by  the  Statement  of  Policy  prepared  and  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Committee.  Seeking  to  follow  the  leadings 
of  the  Spirit,  the  FCNL  speaks  for  itself  and  for  like- 
minded  Friends.  No  organization  can  speak  officially  for 
the  Religious  Society  of  Friends. 
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Washington,  D.  C. 
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FCNl  Washington  Newsletter  Service— 

•  Eleven  Newsletters  a  year 

•  Action  Bulletins — information  and  suggestions 

for  action  when  most  effective 

•  Voting  Record  of  each  Congressman  on  key 

issues 

•  Analysis  of  money  voted  by  each  session  of 

Congress 

Please  enter  my  subscription  for  one  year  to  the  FCNL  WASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER  at  $3.00,  $4.50  abroad.  Address:  245  Second 
Street,  N.E.,  Washington,  D.C  20002  ($5.00  to  residents  of  Illinois  and  Wisconsin,  who  also  receive  a  Newsletter  on  state  legis¬ 
lation.  Address:  41(X)  Warren  Avenue,  Hillside,  Illinois).  Contributions  above  NEWSLETTER  subscription  price  support  the  legis¬ 
lative  and  research  work  of  the  Committee. 

(Contributions  nut  deductible  for  income  tax  purposes) 

Name _ _ - . - . . . Address - - - - - - 

(Please  Print)  Zip 


•  Upon  request: 

FCNL  testimony  before  Congressional  Committees 
Information  on  specific  issues 

Special  mailings — Congressional  speeches  and  other 
background  information 

Register  Christian  Opinion — names,  districts,  and  Com¬ 
mittee  assignments  of  Congressmen 

FCNL  Statement  of  Legislative  Policy 


